
    

 Monthly meeting minutes 

 

Date: 3 August 2017 

Location: Cincinnati Civic Garden Center 

Meeting topic:  Good Food Purchasing Program – Michaela Oldfield, Director of GCRFPC, presented on 

what the GFPP is and how it works. There is a coalition in Cincinnati advocating for public schools to 

adopt the GFPP. LFAT members can help by facilitating relationships with local school administrators 

and parents; there is a GFPP booth at the Labor Day Picnic at Coney Island that needs members to come 

help promote local food.  

Taking notes: John Metz 

Announcements:   

 Moxie John described the upcoming Rubber Duck Regatta to be run on Labor Day. More info 
available at rubberduckregatta.org. It is a major fund raising event for Freestore Foodbank.  You can 
buy a duck with a barcode.  The ducks will be released in the Ohio River and then collected.  The 
ducks are used by multiple projects and shipped around between them.   Moxie needs volunteer 
“duck pluckers” to remove old barcodes and “tag” with Freestore barcodes. Contact 
Mjohn@freestorefoodbank.org  if available.  

 GU and city of Cincinnati applied for grant from “Partners For Places” to fund various food system- 
related efforts, mostly focused on food waste. Includes Sharing Tables (food recovery at K-12 
schools); working with Institutional Kitchens to reduce food waste; having university students as 
Save the Food Fellows; Promotion of Save the Food Campaign; Save the Food Fund to support 
organizations that have innovative approaches to food waste; and working on composting zoning . 
Partners For Places requires that the grant have local placed based foundations who will match the 
PFP.  It is designed to develop relationships between the local placed based foundations and the 
local Sustainability Director. 

 Jenny Lohmann of Hamilton County Recycling said that their organization is doing similar projects 
and, if the grant is awarded, GU should coordinate with their sharing tables program.  Anyone 
interested in establishing Sharing Tables in Hamilton Co should contact Cher Mohring at 
Cherrie.Mohring@hamilton-co.org.  

 

Lessons learned:  

Good Food Purchasing Program – Michaela explained that this is a project to encourage and help school 
systems source more of their food from local producers and provides a “scale” of evaluation of those 
purchases (environmentally sustainable; fair wages for workers; humane animal treatment; support 
local economics; provide nutritious food).   
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a. The demand from school systems will induce greater production of healthy, local food, which will, in 
turn, lead other institutional consumers to buy local, which will produce further positive feedback 
growth.  

b. The program started in Los Angeles and has spread to other cities.  
c. Schools submit the names of their suppliers to the “National Center for Good Food Purchasing,” a 

non-profit organization which analyzes the food suppliers and reports on how well they fulfill the 
criteria of the GFPP.    Nat’l CfGFP assists in developing plan for increasing good food purchasing. 
Local coalitions provide additional support and political will.  

d. Cincinnati Interfaith Coalition and Food Policy Council are advocating for GFPP, and the Cincinnati 
Good Food Purchasing Coalition has formed.  Members include: AFL-CIO Central Labor Council; 
ASPCA; GC FoodPolicyCouncil; Sierra Club Miami Valley; Women’s City Club.  

e. Jessica Shelly of Cincinnati Public Schools (CPS) has already been working to increase local food and 
food without antibiotic contamination, and Hamilton County Recycling has been assisting. CPS is in 
discussion with National CfGFP to undergo assessment. Ability to make changes will depend on 
results of assessment and operational constraints imposed by CPS school board.  

f. Cincy Good Food Purchasing Coalition is educatingis ing administrators and Board Members of CPS 
and other school systems.   

 
Action Steps: 

1. Enhance outreach to schools re. local foods 
a. LFAT members should help with outreach to administrators, especially principals, 

and to PTA/PTOs to educate them about the GFPP. Contact 
michaela@greenumbrella.org if you can help and need talking points.  

b. Michaela will meet with Barb and Marissa of Keep Cinti Beautiful, Cher of Hamilton 
Co Recycling and Jaime from Interact for Health to coordinate outreach to schools.  

c. Kristin will reach out to GU board members, to the Green Team at Sycamore 
Schools, and to Kenton Co Schools about GFPP. 

d. Penny Shore is leading outreach to Milford/Wyoming schools.  
2. Educating policy makers on GFPP and local foods. CGFPC has a booth at the Labor Day picnic 

at Coney Island promoting GFPP. LFAT members should attend and help promote local 
foods. Picnic is 11-4. Contact Brennan Grayson, ciwc.director@gmail.com, for more details.  

 
Other discussion:  
 
Review of Action Step Commitments from earlier in 2017 so we can discuss in September meeting.  We 
used Ruth Ann’s summary  

a. January, Feb, March meetings  
1) complete and approve Strategic Plan 
2) identify what actions LFAT members wants to focus on  
3) agree on format for meetings: Introductions; announcements; education; break into 

groups to identify and own action steps on the month’s topic 
b. April meeting: how to support Healthy Harvest Mobile Market, Findlay Mobile Markets, and 

Our Harvest’s “Harvest Day” program.  
c. May meeting at Zoo:  

1) Create list of institutions using local food: Kristin assembled an updated list of 
restaurants 

2) Robin will reach out to Zoo’s food supplier SSA on their purchasing criteria 

3) Ruth Ann will start list of institutional purchasers - start with list from Kristin G 
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4) Tevis and Robin will send what they have to Ruth Ann 
d. June meeting how to support CORV and Edible Ohio and how they might be a way to 

promote and sustain the 10% shift campaign.  The leadership team felt that CORV and 
Edible Ohio complement each other well and perhaps a committee of LFAT members could 
use material from these publications to maintain contact with and encourage people who 
have made the 10% Shift commitment.  The meeting never progressed to that point, but we 
agreed to act individually to support these publications.  
1) We will encourage LFAT members to subscribe to Edible Ohio and buy subscriptions for 

friends or institutions which might make the magazine available to multiple readers e.g., 
libraries, organizations, etc. 

2) Contribute to CORV, encourage restaurants and other food related businesses to 
advertise, place copies in places they will be read 

3) We will return to defining actions we can take to promote the 10% shift campaign at a 
future meeting. 

e. July meeting on how collaborate with Waste Action Team to reduce food waste 
No action steps yet defined.  We await the minutes from the meeting. 

 
While discussing CORV and Edible Ohio, Jenny wondered how we might reach the younger generations 
to get them committed to local food and to reducing food waste.  Millennials and 30’s young parents are 
the groups we need to reach, but we don’t seem to have very good strategies to reach them.  This 
remains a topic to be considered.   
 
 


